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SWAC represents the towns of Benson, Chittenden, Fair Haven, Middletown Springs, Pawlet, Rutland Town, Shrewsbury, Sudbury, Tinmouth, and West Haven, serving a combined population of approximately 14,000 residents. These towns collaborate to ensure compliance with state laws and mandates, managing solid and hazardous waste in a manner that is both environmentally responsible and cost-effective.
In 2024, SWAC successfully fulfilled the Year Four requirements of the Act 148 / ANR Solid Waste Implementation Plan (SWIP). The SWIP aligns with the State’s Material Management Plan (MMP) and provides a comprehensive framework for managing solid and hazardous waste in SWAC towns over a five-year period. As mandated by state regulations, all Vermont towns must participate in a SWIP.  The currently approved and adopted SWIP can be reviewed on the SWAC website.  Looking ahead to 2025, all Solid Waste Management Entities (SWMEs) will be required to rewrite their SWIPs to meet both extensive existing criteria and new requirements outlined in the updated MMP. SWAC will be seeking input from residents to assist with this important process.
SWAC serves as a liaison to the State of Vermont, advocating for the interests of its member towns on matters such as legislation, rule changes, SWIP requirements, and Product Stewardship initiatives.SWAC is an active member of the Vermont Product Stewardship Council and the Product Stewardship Institute. These organizations have played a key role in advancing Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) legislation in Vermont. EPR laws hold manufacturers financially accountable for the end-of-life collection and recycling or disposal of their products, significantly reducing disposal and recycling costs for Vermont residents. Timeline for Vermont's Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Law 
January 15, 2024: ANR will submit a recommended annual registration fee to the Legislature for overseeing the HHW EPR program.
July 1, 2025: A single Stewardship Organization (SO) must register with ANR, which will approve only one organization for the initial collection plan.
July 1, 2025: The registered SO must submit a single Collection Plan covering all manufacturers to ANR for approval, valid for up to five years. ANR will hold a public comment period during the approval process. For subsequent plans, multiple organizations may register but must collaborate on a unified Collection Plan.
July 1, 2025: Landfill disposal of covered household hazardous products is banned.
6 Months After Plan Approval (Date TBD): The Collection Plan must be implemented within six months of ANR approval (estimated by March 1, 2026, if approved by October 1, 2025). Manufacturers not participating in the approved plan will be prohibited from selling covered HHW products in Vermont.
Reimbursement for SWMEs: SWMEs will begin receiving reimbursement from the SO around 2027 for costs incurred since program implementation. The stewardship organization will fund program implementation beginning six months after ANR approves the Collection Plan.
 








Currently, active EPR programs cover the collection of architectural paint, batteries, automobile switches, mercury thermostats, mercury lamps, compact fluorescent bulbs, and electronic waste. Additionally, Vermont’s Legislature has passed Act 58, which mandates manufacturers of HHW  products establish and fund programs for the collection and disposal of their hazardous products. This law, to be phased in over the coming years, will help to alleviate the financial burden on towns for managing hazardous waste disposal.
 HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE (HHW):  HHW collection is the most costly  endeavor undertaken.   SWAC contracts  with Republic  to hold two HHW events.  8.19  tons of hazardous waste was collected from 139 households.   Products included  oxidizers, acids, alkalines, reactives, pesticides, aerosols,  flammable liquids, ammonia, mercury devices, latex, oil based, and flammable paints, asbestos, and antifreeze.  Thank you for participating in SWAC’s  efforts to properly recycle and dispose of solid and hazardous waste.  To keep your communities HHW and solid waste collection costs down, remember to  Repurpose, Reuse,  Repair, Refuse, Reduce, and then  Recycle.  Consider buying   less-toxic products that do not need to be disposed of as hazardous waste.  If you do buy a  product,  use it up for its intended  purpose, or give it to a friend, neighbor, or relative to use.  Visit the SWAC website (What Do I Do With  page) for locations where electronics,  paint, batteries, fluorescent bulbs, and waste oil are accepted for FREE year round.  No need to wait for the HHW events.
2025 HW Schedule  -  Saturday, April 26, Rutland Town Transfer Station, 218 Northwood Park; Saturday, October 4,  Fair Haven Transfer Station, 175 Fair Haven Avenue.  These event times are 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    These events are free to all SWAC residents.   Visit the SWAC website for more information.
Between Events: Residents outside the Rutland County Solid Waste District (RCSWD) can purchase a non-district permit to access the Gleason Road transfer station and hazardous waste depot. This permit allows for household hazardous waste drop-off, trash disposal at current rates, and access to recycling drop-off services.  Permits can be purchased at the scalehouse or hazardous waste depot at the transfer station, as well as at the RCSWD offices located at 1 Smith Road, Rutland. Office hours are Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Permits are not available for purchase on weekends. For more information and current rates, call 802-775-7209.
Many thanks to town staff  who keep operations going despite the difficulties involved.  Many thanks to the SWAC representatives, volunteers, many town clerks, and administrators. They spend countless hours assuring SWAC continues to run efficiently and cost effectively.  

Your town was represented by:

Town of Benson           Greg Fontaine, Guy Charlton, Heidi Chandler     Town of Chittenden                      Elmer Wheeler, Alyssa Reynolds                                          
Town of Fair Haven     Bonnie Rosati ,  Joe Gunter                                       Town of Middletown Springs    Amanda McGill, Terry Redfield, Patty Kenyon                                                  
Town of Pawlet             Lenny Gibson                                                               Town of Rutland                           	 Larry Delveneri, Steve Canney
Town of Shrewsbury   Bert Potter                                                                    Town of Sudbury                           Steve Sgorbati (Chair)
Town of Tinmouth       Chris Martone, Gail Fallar                                         Town of West Haven                    John Garrison (Vice Chair)
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