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     Act 148 - Universal Recycling Law Timeline


July 1, 2016
Leaf and yard waste and clean wood are banned from landfills Haulers must offer leaf and yard debris collection. 
Generators of more than 26 tons/year of food wastes must send those materials to a composting facility if one exists within 20 miles.

July 1, 2017
Transfer stations must accept food scraps. Haulers must offer food scrap collection. 

July 1, 2020

Food scraps are banned from landfills. The 20 mile limit no longer applies.
 
Implemented: 

July 1, 2015
Residential trash must be charged based on volume or weight. 
Recyclables are banned from landfills.
Transfer stations must accept leaf and yard waste.
Haulers and transfer stations must offer residential recycling at no separate charge.
Recycling containers must be provided in all publicly owned spaces where trash cans are located. 
Generators of more than 52 tons/year of food wastes must send those materials to a composting facility if one exists within 20 miles.

July 1, 2014
  Transfer stations accept residential recyclables at no charge.





SWAC is composed of the towns of Benson, Chittenden, Fair Haven, Middletown Springs, Pawlet, Rutland Town, Shrewsbury, Sudbury, Tinmouth, and West Haven and serves a population of approximately 14,000 people.  These towns cooperatively work to comply with State laws and mandates managing solid and hazardous waste issues in an environmentally responsible and cost effective manner.  In 2016, SWAC

· Successfully complied with all Year 2 of 5 ANR Solid Waste Implementation Plan/ Act 148 requirements.  SWAC received approval of a new Solid Waste Implementation Plan (SWIP) in 2015.   The SWIP meets the requirements of the State’s Material Management Plan and delineates how solid and hazardous waste will be managed in the SWAC towns for a five-year period.  The requirements of the SWIP are extensive.  All towns in Vermont are required to be included in a SWIP.  The SWIP is available on the SWAC website.

·  SWAC acts as a liaison to the State of Vermont representing the SWAC town’s interests on issues such as legislation, rule changes, SWIP requirements, and Product Stewardship. 

· SWAC worked with the Vermont Product Stewardship Council and Product Stewardship Council on Environmental Producer Responsibility (EPR) legislation.  
· Watch for information on the new prescription drug take-back law.  The law was passed in 2016.  Efforts are currently underway to get the program implemented.  Because of Vermont’s  EPR legislation, manufacturers now pay for the collection of batteries, televisions, laptops, computers, monitors and peripherals, compact fluorescent bulbs, mercury lamps, architectural paint, and batteries.

· Sponsored 11 FREE HHW events and contracted for year-round HHW drop-off service at the Rutland County Solid Waste Management District Hazardous Waste Depot.   The 2017 HHW collection events schedule is available on the SWAC website.   Residents can attend any of the collection events, not just the ones scheduled in their town.  The events are FREE to SWAC residents.  SWAC promoted DEA sponsored Unwanted or Unused Medication Collection programs throughout the year.  SWAC collected 53.25 gallons of oil based paint, 1,197.27  gallons of latex paint, 319.11 gallons of paint related, 44.31 gallons of small paints, 448 aerosols, 1 pound mercury, 73.94  gallons of antifreeze, 28.58  gallons of pesticides,  37.13 pounds of solid pesticides,  91.3 gallons of miscellaneous chemicals,  433.08 pounds of batteries, 4.75 gallons of acid, 407.63 gallons of motor oil, 536 compact fluorescent bulbs, 3,232 linear feet of fluorescent bulbs, 52 ballasts,  41 propane tanks, 8 smoke detectors, and 6 used oil filters through its HHW collection events.  SWAC also collected 14 HID lights, 512 linear feet of fluorescent bulbs, 71 u-shaped fluorescent bulbs, and 55 pounds of oily rags/speedy  mix from small quantity generators.

Thank you to all citizens who participate in our ongoing efforts to properly recycle and dispose of solid and hazardous waste.   Remember the 4 Rs – Reduce Reuse, Recycle, and REFUSE.

Your town was represented by:

Town of Benson 	                              Wes Bowen, Daphne Bartholomew
Town of Chittenden                        	Clifford Bassett, Wendell Smith, Jr., Elmer Wheeler, and
                                                              Roberta Janoski                                                               
Town of Fair Haven                        	 Bonnie Rosati (Secretary/Treasurer)
                                                              Herb Durfee, Town Manager
Town of Middletown Springs	      Glen Moyer, Patty Kenyon, and Terry  Redfield
Town of Pawlet                                	Lenny Gibson
Town of Rutland                             	 Dick Lloyd
Town of Shrewsbury                      	Bert Potter  
Town of Sudbury                             	Steve Sgorbati (Chair)
Town of Tinmouth                          	Wheaton Squire and Rick LaCroix
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]            Town of West Haven                       	Chris Hoyt (Vice Chair) and Lee Ellis
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