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SWAC is composed of the towns of Benson, Chittenden, Fair Haven, Middletown Springs, Pawlet, Rutland Town, Shrewsbury, Sudbury, Tinmouth, and West Haven and serves a population of approximately 14,000 people.  These towns cooperatively work to comply with State laws and mandates managing solid and hazardous waste issues in an environmentally responsible and cost effective manner.  In 2013, SWAC:

· Worked cooperatively with the State of Vermont, Agency of Natural Resources, Districts, Alliances, and other municipalities on the implementation of Act 148, the Universal Recycling Law.   Act 148 was passed by the Vermont Legislature in June of 2012.  The law bans mandatory recyclables from the landfill and requires the phased-in ban on food, leaf, and yard residuals and clean wood from the landfill and mandates united based pricing for trash (pay as you throw).  The goal of this law is to provide convenient and consistent recycling and disposal options to Vermont residents and businesses.  This law is phased-in over time, and will have a major impact on how trash is handled in Vermont.  This law will impact ALL Vermonters.  The SWAC website provides additional information on the Law;
· Began work of the Solid Waste Implementation Plan (SWIP) revision.  The currently approved and adopted SWIP must be redone to meet the requirements of the State’s newly adopted Material Management Plan.  All Solid Waste Management Entities have until June, 2015 to rewrite and adopt the new SWIP.  SWAC will be seeking comments and input throughout this process.   All towns in Vermont are required to be included in a SWIP.  The current SWIP is available for review on the SWAC website, and a new webpage will be created for the rewrite.  SWAC acts as a liaison to the State of Vermont  representing the SWAC town’s interests on issues such as legislation, rule changes, SWIP requirements, and Product Stewardship;  
· Continued its support and membership in the Vermont Product Stewardship Council (VTPSC) and Product Stewardship Institute (PSI).  These entities work to help shift product waste management systems from government funded, taxpayer and ratepayer financed waste diversion to producer responsibility that encourages green product design with producers having the primary responsibility to establish, fund, and manage end of life systems.  VTPSC was an integral part in the passage of primary battery legislation taking effect in 2015.   Manufacturers now pay for the collection of televisions, laptops, computers, monitors, and peripherals, compact fluorescent bulbs, mercury lamps, and architectural paint;    
· Sponsored six FREE Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection events in SWAC towns as well as contracted for year-round HHW drop-off service for SWAC residents at the Rutland County Solid Waste Management District (RCSWMD) HW Depot (Depot) on Gleason Road in Rutland.    Visit the SWAC website for 2015 HHW collection events schedule.  Residents can attend any of the collection events, not just the ones scheduled in their town.  All events are FREE of charge to SWAC residents.  SWAC also promoted Unused or Unwanted Medication Collection programs sponsored by DEA and scheduled throughout the year.
  Thank you to all citizens who participate in our ongoing efforts to properly recycle and dispose of solid and hazardous waste.  Remember the 4 Rs – Reduce Reuse, Recycle, and REFUSE.
Your town was represented by:

Town of Benson 


Wes Bowen, Daphne Bartholomew, and Sue Janssen   

Town of Chittenden

Gary Congdon and Donaleen Farwell
Town of Fair Haven

Bonnie Rosati (Secretary and Treasurer)  
Town of Middletown Springs
Mike Lamson

Town of Pawlet


Lenny Gibson  

Town of Rutland


Bill Matteson and Fred Nicholson

Town of Shrewsbury

Bert Potter and Mike Stewart 


Town of Sudbury


Steve Sgorbati (Chair)  

Town of Tinmouth


Gregg Casey and Rick LaCroix


Town of West Haven

John Garrison (Vice Chair) and Lee Ellis[image: image1.png]



Act 148 - Universal Recycling Law Timeline





July 1, 2014


Transfer stations must accept residential recyclables at no separate charge. 


Generators of more than 104 tons/year of food wastes must send those materials to a composting facility if one exists within 20 miles.





July 1, 2015


Residential trash must be charged based on volume or weight. 


Recyclables are banned from landfills.


Transfer stations must accept leaf and yard waste.


Haulers and transfer stations must offer residential recycling at no separate charge.


Recycling containers must be provided in all publicly owned spaces where trash cans are located. 


Generators of more than 52 tons/year of food wastes must send those materials to a composting facility if one exists within 20 miles.





July 1, 2016


Leaf and yard waste and clean wood are banned from landfills Haulers must offer leaf and yard debris collection. 


Generators of more than 26 tons/year of food wastes must send those materials to a composting facility if one exists within 20 miles.





July 1, 2017


Transfer stations must accept food scraps. Haulers must offer food scrap collection. 


Generators of more than 18 tons/year of food wastes must send those materials to a composting facility if one exists within 20 miles.





July 1, 2020





Food scraps are banned from landfills. The 20 mile limit no longer applies.


 

















