SOLID WASTE ALLIANCE COMMUNITIES (SWAC)

SWAC is composed of the towns of Benson, Chittenden, Fair Haven, Middletown Springs, Pawlet, Rutland Town, Shrewsbury, Sudbury, Tinmouth, and West Haven.  Through a cooperative effort these towns endeavor to resolve solid waste management issues in a cost effective manner.  SWAC functions with one Administrator, Pam Clapp (info@rutlandcountyswac.org or 518-854-9702).  SWAC fulfills the statutory requirements of the state laws covering solid waste.  It would prove difficult for individual municipalities to meet state requirements and operate as inexpensively as SWAC.  In 2006, the organization has:

· Overseen implementation of a plan for the 10 towns to implement the State Solid Waste Implementation Plan (SWIP).  The State’s SWIP took effect November 1, 2001.  All municipalities in Vermont were given 18 months from that date to update their existing SWIPs.  SWAC took steps to ensure that SWAC towns would be in compliance with this State mandate.  SWAC adopted the new SWIP in December 2005.  SWAC is only one of few alliances/districts/municipalities that have achieved this goal.  
· Received a generous consumer/youth education grant from the Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) to provide educational programs through the Association of Vermont Recycler’s (AVR)  (www.vtrecyclers.org).  Some schools have already completed or are scheduled for workshops and theater presentations as well as the Environmentally Preferred Cleaners programs.  This is a one-time opportunity offered to the SWAC schools.  If your school is interested, please contact the Administrator or AVR at 454-8400.
· Completed a consumer/youth education grant from the ANR to produce four newsletters mailed directly to residents to educate on various solid waste topics.   Two of the newsletters were distributed in 2005.   The two 2006 newsletters targeted household hazardous waste, recycling, and reuse issues. 
· Maintained a website (www.rutlandcountyswac.org) providing information on topics such as transfer station information, household hazardous waste education and collection event schedules, recycling, and composting.   
· Received a grant from the Environmental Assistance Division of the ANR to help defray costs associated with hazardous waste related activities.  SWAC sponsored four Household Hazardous Waste Collection events in SWAC towns as required by the State.  SWAC also contracted for year-round hazardous waste drop-off service for residents of the SWAC towns at the Rutland County Solid Waste Management District (RCSWMD) Hazardous Waste Depot on Gleason Road in Rutland.  Note:  In addition to the collection events, any SWAC resident can drop off household hazardous waste at the Depot on Gleason Road during regularly scheduled hours. Residents are not charged at either the collection events or at the drop-off facility.  In 2006, SWAC collected 876 fluorescent bulbs; 523 gallons of motor oil; 55 gallons of antifreeze/glycols, 58 pounds and 14.25 gallons of pesticides, 445 gallons of pool/photo chemicals, 487 aerosols, 21.5 gallons of acid and 1,327 gallons of paint related materials for disposal.  In addition, 16,000 pounds of electronics were collected for recycling and/or disposal.  We wish to thank those citizens who participate in our ongoing efforts to recycle and appropriately dispose of solid and hazardous waste. 
· Contracted with RCSWMD for small business hazardous waste disposal services.  Businesses can dispose of their wastes at the RCSWMD Gleason Road site at significant savings over hiring a commercial hauler. Residents and businesses can contact Tom Remes at the RCSWMD at 770-1333 if you have questions or would like to discuss disposal options. The 2006 hazardous waste collection events have been scheduled.  Visit the website for dates, times, and locations of the collections.  Remember, ANY SWAC resident can attend ANY of the scheduled events.  Please dispose of your waste properly.
· Attended and represented each town at state-wide solid waste planning meetings.
· Applied for and received state grants to help reduce solid waste management costs. 

· Coordinated paper recycling pickups with Canussa-Hershman. Canussa-Hersham  purchases  collected paper recyclables from the towns participating in this program.
· Fielded resident and business questions and concerns regarding solid and hazardous waste issues.

Your town’s 2006 representatives to SWAC were:

Town of Benson 


Norma Phillips (Treasurer)  and Charles Kellogg 

Town of Chittenden

Bernie Congdon, Jr. and John Parker
Town of Fair Haven

Bonnie Rosati (Secretary)
Town of Middletown Springs
Patty McWilliams and George Mahoney, III

Town of Pawlet


Lenny Gibson and Robert Jones

Town of Rutland


Charles Shields and Fred Nicholson


Town of Shrewsbury

Mark Skakel and Dick Adams 


Town of Sudbury


Steve Sgorbati (Chair) and Lynwood Smith


Town of Tinmouth

Stan Wilbur (Vice-Chair) and Cathy Reynolds



Town of West Haven

John Garrison 
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